Disinfectants of the Virkon range from LANXESS: 
Proven to maintain activity in cold winter temperatures 

·	Broad spectrum virucidal disinfectants for biosecurity prevention and control measures
·	Protecting livestock from significant disease-causing organisms such as AI and ASF

Cologne – As winter approaches and outside temperatures drop in the northern hemisphere, it’s important to ensure that farm biosecurity does not become compromised by the disinfectant relied on to keep poultry and livestock protected from disease-causing organisms. Not all disinfectants work well in cold winter temperatures but specialty chemicals company LANXESS can offer livestock producers and farmers two options that do; Virkon S and Virkon LSP.

Unlike some other disinfectant chemistries, such as Glutaraldehyde (GLUT) and Quaternary Ammonium Compound (QAC), and GLUT/QAC mixes, Virkon S and Virkon LSP remain effective against disease-causing organisms at 4 °C, reflecting the “real-world” cold temperatures found on farm during winter months, without the need to increase in-use concentrations or contact times.

Stephan Cho, Head of Market Segment Disinfection in the Material Protection Products business unit (MPP) at LANXESS, explains why livestock producers and farmers should pay particular attention of a disinfectants performance in cold winter conditions: “A disinfectant is the cornerstone of any disease prevention biosecurity program. Its ability to maintain activity in falling winter temperatures is essential to help maintain that protection,” says Cho. The activity of some disinfectants decreases as temperatures fall, potentially leaving poultry and livestock unprotected from significant disease-causing organisms such as Avian Influenza (AI) and African Swine Fever (ASF). “We also have to remember that many viruses are stable and survive extremely well, for long periods of time, in cold temperatures. So it is paramount that the disinfectant used has the proven ability to maintain activity, at recommended, economical, in-use dilution rates and contact times, even when temperatures fall,” explains Cho.

Virkon S remains active in solution at minus 10 °C

The addition of liquid monopropylene glycol (MPG) to Virkon S solutions can reduce its freezing point to -10 °C, without affecting its efficacy, providing reassurance that barrier controls, such as disinfectant footdips and vehicle disinfection sprays at building and site entrances, will remain in solution during freezing winter conditions. “Both Virkon S and Virkon LSP offer livestock producers and farmers proven performance and suitability for real world “on farm” conditions, making them the disinfectants of choice for building, surfaces, equipment, vehicles and footwear biosecurity all year round,” adds Cho.


LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 9.7 billion in 2017 and about 19,200 employees in 25 countries. The company is currently represented at 73 production sites worldwide. The core business of LANXESS is the development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical intermediates, additives, specialty chemicals and plastics. LANXESS is listed in the leading sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World and Europe) and FTSE4Good.
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Forward-Looking Statements
This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third party sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free from errors nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions, contained herein, and no liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated companies or any of such person's officers, directors or employees accept any liability whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document.

Information for editors:
All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. TV footage can be found at http://globe360.net/broadcast.lanxess/.

You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at http://webmagazine.lanxess.com.
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